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PREFACE. 



The Gift contains fifty-two directions and 
maxims, followed by brief illustrations designed 
to enforce them. Each direction is founded on a 
principle universally admitted true, but too gener- 
ally disregarded, in practice. No one can justly 
respect himself, however, who does not cultivate a 
character conformable to them. Every parent and 
faithful teacher must direct the attention of the 
young to the practice of all the duties here recom- 
mended, or be found recreant to the trust reposed 
in them. 



NOTE. 

MANNER OF USING THIS BOOK. 

Teachers are respectfully requested to read the 
direction for the week, on Monday morning, and 
inform their pupils where illustrations of the duty 
may be found ; and at the close of the week, ex- 
amine the references, which have been made. In 
this way, it is believed, attention will be directed to 
the particular subject, long enough to have it un- 
derstood and felt. 

The references should be made by the scholars 
themselves. 



First Week* 



CULTIVATE TRUE WISDOM. 

Much that is called wisdom, does not merit the 
name. FoUj, has often stole her robe, and covered 
her own pollutions therewith. He that gains it, can- 
not be poor. He that neglects it, never will be rich. 
Would you be happy ? — Wisdom must be the guide. 
Would you be useful ? — ^Wisdom will instruct you 
how. Would you be always safe ? — ^keep her for thy 
companion. 

What is true wisdom ? He possesses it, who al- 
ways does that which he knows or may know is 
RioHT, arid shuns that, which he knows or may 
know is WRONG. Are any others wise ? No. 

RXr SRBNCB 8 . 
To THE SCRIPTVKXS. 

Praoerhsi: 2, 3, 4,7, 90—23. Prov.r: 1, 2. Ecd. viii : 1, 2. 

The Life of Joseph fwmishea a fiiu iUugtration of the value 
of wisdom. 

To HiSTORT. 

IMe of Socrates. — The wisdom of Aristotle was such that 
Phmp thanked the gods f not thai AlesMndertoaslMnrnfbtU because 
he was bom while Aristotle lived. 

To Obssrtation. 

More happiness is enjoyed hy those who study the preeejtts of 
true wisdom, than by those who gain power , or prosper in the 
acquisition of gold. I cannot read to mind one reaUy wise man, 
who appears to be miserable. 



Seeond Week* 



BE IN EARNEST. 

The lover of pleasure is in earnest to gratify his 
taste. The lover of honor is in earnest to gain 
the homage of the crowd. The poor is in earnest to 
be rich, and the rich to heap up more treasures. 
Success can never be expected to attend feeble heart- 
less efforts. Washington was in earnest to deliver 
his country from tyranny. Franklin, to control the 
lightning. Perkins, to direct the power of steam to 
aid human industry. Edwards, to check the rava- 
ges of intemperance. The Ambassador of Heaven, 
to save men. 

Why in earnest ? Because I have much to do, 
a short life to spend, of which I have already wasted 
much. 



RKrXRENC E8. 



To THE Scriptures. 



To HltTORT. 



To OB8BRTAT105. 



^^^^^trmmm 



Tlkiva WeelK. 



TAKE CARE. 

Take care of what? First, of the spirit — ^the 
soul will never die — it should be nurtured for eternity. 
Secondly, of the intellect. It will never be well 
improved without it. Thirdly, of the body, it is the 
workmanship of God, and the habitation of the soul. 
It must not be polluted. Fourthly, of the health. 
Without health I must be without arms to aid oth- 
ers, and shall become a burden. Take care of the 
thoughts that they do not fix on unworthy objects. 

RSFRIISIICZS. 



To THS Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Obssrtatiov. 
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EiSlitfei Week. 



LOOK AT THE BRIGHT SIDE. 

Much of the misery of the world is imaginary, 
and more produced by unavailing regrets for what 
cannot be restored. True philosophy will lead to 
improve and be grateful for what remains, rather 
than to weep for what is lost. One of the truest 
philosophers, I have known, exclaimed, while a most 
valuable building was burning, * O what a mercy it 
is not my house.* Another while under the pain 
of a broken arm, said, ' how thankful I am, that 
BOTH are not broken ! Though I suffer, I might 
suffer much more.' 



RE FERENCE8. 



To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Okservatiov. 



HfiMkth Week. 



BEGIN RIGHT. 

There is always a key to every lock, — a gate to 
every castle, and a goal to every path. To accom 
plish an enterprise in the shortest time, it is not only 
necessary to pursue a straight course, but to begin 
at the right point The mechanic must begin right 
or he will fail to end right ; the merchant, or he will 
meet with disappointment — ^the scholar or he will 
waste time, and make bad progress. 



REVERE VC ES . 



To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Tenth Week. 



FINISH WHAT IS PROPER TO BEGIN. 

Many begin well ; fewer proceed well, and fewer 
still, finish what is begun. Ambrose begins twentj 
things in a day, but completes none, and therefore 
wastes his time. The field is not secured, till the 
gates are set up. The rail-road is useless, till the 
rail is laid. The ship is worthless without a rudder. 

Why begin that, which I do not mean to finish ? 
Time is lost, character injured, and friends displeased. 

REFXRENC XS. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To H18TORT. 



To Obsxrtatiov. 



£leveiitb Week* 



B£ INDUSTRIOUS. 

Industry achieves wonders. It removes moun- 
tains and makes the valley a plain. Who has be- 
come renowned for wisdom? Not the man of 
eccentric genius, now soaring to the clouds and 
anon sleeping in the shade ; but the man of steady 
industry, who has consumed the midnight oil, and 
who has opened his eyes to the morning star. 

Who has grown rich on the sterile plain 1 The 
man whose own hand guides the plough, and 
whose footsteps are not erased in the field. He 
that finds pleastire in activity, and his pastime 
among the sheaves cut by his own sickle^ 

Let me take lessons of the man of industry, and 
learn from the placid smile that lights up his coun- 
tenance. 

RB F ERE NC Xf . 

To THE Scriptures. 
To History. 
To Obsertaticit. 



TweUftb Week. 



AVOID WASTE. 

Time is more often wasted than the crumbs 
which fall from the table. Thought expended on 
trifles is worse than mere waste, and time spent in 
chasing shadows will not give joy in the retrospect. 

What may I waste with impunity ? Youth ? No, 
it is short enough at longest. Manhood ? No, its 
hours are soon numbered. Life ? Surely not, it is 
but a vapor and soon passes away. 

May I waste my substance ? Not till my debts 
are paid to God, my neighbor and myself. May 1 
waste my words? Yes, when I cease to be account- 
able ; not till then. 

REFSRKNCE8. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observatioit. 



Tlftirtoentb Week. 



LEARN ECONdMY. 

Where is the man, the woman or the child, rid 
enough, strong enough or so secure of time, as to mak( 
the maxim useless ? God himself acts on the principle 
of economy. Every law of nature proves this. The 
greatest developements of power are made by the 
most simple means. Not a ray of useless light, — 
not a drop of useless water, — not a useless grain ol 
sand, — not an unnecessary plant, insect or animal 
encumbers the earth ; and not a useless star glitters 
in the firmament of heaven. 

With such a lesson before me, can I with impu- 
nity be prodigal ? 

RSFXRENCE8. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Fonrtoentlfc Week* 

DIG IF YOU9 ££K FOR DIAMONDS. 

How wise is the decision of Providence that no- 
thing of real worth can be secured without pains 
taking. Do jou wish for knowledge ? it is offered 
for labor, not for gold. Do you wish a friend 7 

'< Lore and love only is the loan for love. 
And this makes friends such miracles below." 

Do you wish a good name f It is the price of 
virtuous action, and can be bought by nothing else. 

Will you scale the mount of science f It can be 
achieved by your own toil alone. No royal road 
conducts to its proud summit. 

RBFKRkNCXS. 

To TRS Scriptures. 



To HiSTORT. 



To Obssrtatiov. 



FUteentli Weelc 



NEVER EXPECT TO PLEASE ALL. 

If you do right, the wicked will he displeased ; if 
wrong, the good will be grieved. There are both 
good and bad in the world. Neither class approves 
of those who divide homage between them* All 
therefore will not be pleased. Whom shall I strive 
to please ? Nobody. Do right and the approba 
tion of the wise will be secured. More than this, — 
CONSCIENCE will be at peace. More than this, the 

COMMENDATION OF HeAVEN IS OAINEB. 

REFXRElf C X8. 

To THX Scriptures. 



To HiSTORT. 



To Obsertatioic. 



Slxteontli Week* 



AVOID BUSY IDLENESS. 

No species of idleness is worse. First it is activ- 
ity without an object, or a purpose, — a useless waste 
of power. Secondly, it exhausts without re-produ- 
cing, and lessens the energies of the mind. Third- 
ly, it effectually excludes noble achievements, 
for these can be secured alone by powerful eflfort. 
Stilto is very active, but walks all day in a bush- 
el. Marcia does so much that she accomplishes 
nothing. The disciples of both are numerous. 

REFF. IlENCES. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Se'venteenth Week* 



GUARD AGAINST DECEPTION. 

Much of the business of man has been to deceive his 
fellow, his Maker a d himself. The king appears tc 
his subjects what he is not, and, in turn, believes 
them what they are not. The high deceive the low, 
the rich deceive the poor, the grave philosopher de- 
ceives and is deceived. Tinsel is worn for gold, and 
a gloss covers hideous gaps. One apes another, 
* calls himself the same, and then believes the lie 
himself.' 

No deception is more dangerous than that which 
is practiced on ourselves. Millions have fallen, while 
they believed themselves secure. 



R EF ERE NC E S . 



To THE ScRIPTUREi. 



To HiSTORr. 



To 0B8ERVATI05. 



EftglKtoeiitlfc W«elE* 



BE PRUDENT. 

What is gained by imprudence t Axe you wiser 
for it t — safer t — ^happier f The ant prudently lays 
up a store for the future — ^the coney prudently bur* 
rows beneath the rock. Men in safety act prudently 
who provide for danger ; it is prudent to provide in 
health for sickness — in youth for age — ^in prosperity 
for adversity — in time for eternity. The young, if 
provident, will treasure up knowledge for future 
use, and will, while young, search out the path, of 
peace, and walk therein. 

RSr BRSNC £8. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Obssrtatiov. 



Bliiiete«n4li Weelci 



To THE SCRIPTUKXS. 



BE JUST. 

Justice is an attribute of God. He that reig^netb 
in the heavens is just, and will not bear in his pres- 
ence, those who are not so. 

Justice is due to the great Creator. He has high 
claims to my heart. It is due to my neighbor. He 
has rights, which are dear to him as mine to me. 
I am unjust to myself when I am unjust to him, 
and I abuse myself as well as him. The ant has 
rights, and I do wrong to invade them. 



REFER£IfC£S. 



To History. 



To OBSEhTATION. 



Twentletb Week* 



AVOID SLANDER. 

What ! am I, then, exposed to this haggard vice ? 
Stop, Reader ! Look into the mirror. Do you see there 
the face of him who, by his silence, or his smihng coun- 
tenance, or his nod, now and then yields his assent to 
the traducer t Of Him who, when he speaks of per- 
sonal character, gives every little foible and blemish so 
high a coloring as to throw every excellence and 
virtue into the back ground ? If so, flee ; for it is the 
face of a slanderer. * The poison of asps is under 
his lips.* 



RSFERENCES 



To THE SCRIPTUHSS. 



To History. 



To Observatioh. 



Twenty First Week. 



CULTIVATE PUNCTUALITY. 

t 

* Punctuality is important because it subserves 
the peace and good temper of a community. The 
want of it not only infringes on necessary duty, but 
sometimes excludes this duty. Punctuality is im- 
portant, as it gains time. It is like packing things 
in a box ; a good packer will get in half as much more 
as a bad one. The calmness of mind, which it produ- 
ces, is another advantage of punctuality ; a disorderly 
man is always in a hurry. He has no time to speak 
with you because he is going elsewhere, and when he 
gets there he is too late for his business, or he must 
hurry away to another place before he can finish it.' 

Cecil. 



REFSRSNCSS. 



To THB Scriptures. 



To HiSTORT. 



To Obsertatioit. 



Twenty Seeond Weelu 



BEGIN WHAT MUST NOT BE DELATED. 

'' Now or never' cries time, as swiftly he flies, 
Impoye the brief m<Hiient, it instantly dies ; 
** Now or never' says wisdom, I yield my whole prize 
To him who shall seek my abode in the skies ; 
Why wait till tomorrow, and have farther to run ? 
The goal is now nearest, and easiest won." 

Nothing can certainly be finished, that is not 
COMMENCED at the right time. Let there be no de- 
lay in securing a passport to the skies. " Be wise 
to-day, 'tis madness to defer." 



REFEREMCXS 



To 1HE SCRIPTCRES. 



To HlSTORV. 



To OaSERTATION. 



Twenty ThixA Weelc 



BUILD ON A ROCK. 

Build character on a rock; the supports of 
which are justice, innocence and truth. 

Build your hopes upon a rock; If not well- 
founded, what are they worth? Build character 
on virtue : the only rock that will not be removed is 
virtue. Build friendships on a rock — for few sur- 
vive the changing seasons, or remain beyond the 
conflagration or the flood. Build happiness upon a 
rock, — ^the rock of Ages. None other lasts beyond 
the grave. 



REFXRXNC E8 



To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Twenty Fonrtli Weelu 



LOOK FORWARD 

The world is not what it is to be. Men are not 
what thej will become. Change is the order of the 
universe. Are you ignorant.? You may become 
wise. Are you weak t You may become strong. 
Are you young 1 You will become old. Are you 
active ? You may become palsied. Are you strong ? 
you may lose vigor in the grave. 

Why look forward ? Time is soon to end, and 
all the treasure here amassed must pass the furnace. 



REFXREirCXS. 



To THE SCBIPTURES. 



To HlBTORT. 



To Observatioii. 



Twenty Fifth IVeek. 



BE IN HASTE, NOT IN A HURRY. 

While I wait, the fire rages, the spark kindles to 
a flame ; the friend that needs my help expires. 
The earth rests not in its journey — the sun ceases 
not in throwing out his rays of light. Time flows 
on and waits not. But the sun, and the earth, and 
time HURRY not. 

Be in haste, — why ? Much is to be accomplished 
Activity is a source of joys, but sloth is loathe- 
someness. 

Why not huny ? He that hurries provides not 
for exigencies, — does things only at the halves, and 
wastes time by leaping beyond the mark. Things 
done in a hurry are never well done. 

REF S REN C E S. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To OsSERYATIOir. 



Twenty Sixlb Week. 



SPEAK OF THE VIRTUES, BEFORE RECOUNT- 
ING THE FAULTS OF OTHERS. 

Every person has some virtues, more perhaps, 
than we are always aware of. If the chief atten- 
tion is given to thier errors, we may wrong them. 
The most faultless person is not perfect. I have 
faults. Do I wish others to disregard my virtues, 
and j)eak only of my vices ? If not, why even dc 
so by others ? 

The errors of others are seldom corrected by rep- 
resenting them to be greater than they are ; and he 
is both ungenerous and vile, who inclines to do it. 
'* Cast the beam out of thine own eye," says the 
Saviour of lost men, "and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast the mote out of thy brother's." 

RKFX RX NCEI. 

To THx Scriptures. 



To HisTOBr. 



To OBSRRYATIOff. 



Twenty Serentlt Week* 



BE KINO. 

WiTHiir that breast where kindness dwells^ 

There's no delight in pain } 
While suffering such bosom swells, 

Nor does it heave in vain. 

A BRUTE has feeling, and has rights which maj 
not be invaded with impunity. A fly can suffer 
useless pain. The world was made for social be- 
ings and not for me alone. All may be happy in 
it, and he is most happy, who makes others so. 

RSFERE VCE8. 
To THI SCBIFTVRES. 



To HlSTOBT. 



To Obsertatiok. 



il 



Twe»tr £l8Mi& Week* 



AVOID SUDDEN FRIENDSHIPS. 

Haste is never more dangerous than in the se- 
lection of friends. A real friend is one who always 
loves you and seeks your highest good. Such a 
friend, like true love, can only be won by the same ; 
hence he who would have good friends must first 
show himself one. Such friends are miracles 
below. He, therefore, who has many, generallj 
iias few true ones. He that would hastily become 
cur friend, is rarely worthy to be such. Hence 
friendships formed in an hour, seldom last through 
the day ; those formed in the day seldom survive 
the night. 

REF ERENC£8. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observaticit. 



I 



Twenty Ninth. Week* 



SLEEF IN THE NIGHT. 

Take the time for sleep which your Maker has 
intended for this purpose, and that is unquestionably 
the night. The earth is then covered with dark 
ness — the hum of business is hushed— ^very thing 
invites to repose. Conform to the laws of your Cre 
at or, sleep in the proper season for it, Instead of con- 
tinuing late at your studies, and thus making it ne 
cessary to encroach upon the day. Late studies in- 
jure the health — often destroy the eyes, and make 
invalids in mind and body of those, who by a dif- 
ferent course might have been in a much higher de- 
gree, efficient and useful men. 

RXFXREN0X8. 
To THE ScRIPTUaXS. 



To History. 



To Obsertatioit. 



TbirCtotb Week* 



RISE EARLY. 

If you are in health, never let the Sun rise before 

you. Be sure to begin your daily course, at least as 

early as he does. This habit of early rising will 

promote health and long life. Nearly all those, who 

have attained to great age, have been early risers. 

The morning is favorable to study. The mind is 

then fresh and active, and you will be a great loser, 

if you neglect such an opportunity to discipline your 

powers and enlarge your acquisitions. There are 

few children, probably, who have not been taught 

what it would be well if they would also practice. 

'^ Early to bed and early to rise, 
Will make you healthy, wealthy and wise." 

REFEBXNC XS. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To HiSTORr. 



To Observation. 






r 



Tldtrty Pint 'Week. 



BE NEAT. 

Who can love a sloven 1 Who can be pleased 
with his offensive appeajrance, his careless dress, his 
filthy apartments? Avoid therefore, every thing 
slovenly in your habits. The indolence from which 
this arises, unless checked, will extend also to other 
things, and greatly diminish your activity and use- 
fulness, if it does not even entail upon you, ignorance, 
vice and beggary. You justly admire the beaver 
and the bee, for the neatness displayed by them in 
the arrangement of their habitations ; but how uni- 
versally odious the filthiness of the swine. Be 
strictly neat, therefore, and do not suffer in yourself, 
a rational being, what you cannot endure even in a 
brute. 

REFERENCES. 

To THE Scriptures. 
To History. 
To Observation. 



ThIbPty See«iid >FeeiL. 



BE CHASTE. 

Maintain the strictest purity of thought as well 
as conduct. The Saviour has taught us, that the 
seventh commandment may be violated by feelings 
of the heart as well as actions. It is a very odious 
sin in the sight of God. Those guilty of it, are 
ranked in his word, among liars, idolaters, thieves and 
murderers. Abhor, therefore, all impure desires — 
shun the conversation — the books — the thoughts- 
every thing which would have a tendency to excite 
them, only keep the mind pure, and you need have 
no concern for the body. 

REFERENCES. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To HlSTORT. 



To Observation. 



TMrty Tktxd Week. 



DO NOT COVET THE RESPECT OF EVERT ONE. 

He who is ambitious to please every body, is cer- 
tain to win the uespect of no one. The good will 
despise him, because he covets the respect of the 
bad ; and the bad, because he desires the esteem of 
the good. Would you be respected by the wise and 
good, strive to render yourself worthy of it. Foitd 
rin opinion of your own which can be maintained, 
whatever forms of error may oppose. Have settled 
principles of action, and be unconcerned about the 
opinions of others. Respect will follow. 

REFXREHCX8. 
To THS SCRIPTURSS. 



To History. 



To Obsxrvatioit. 



TUrty Fonrfb Week. 



BE SHORT. 

Cultivate the habit of performing every duty in 
the shortest possible time. If preparing a lesson, 
despatch it as soon as it can be mastered. If ma- 
king a visit, stay no longer than the nature of your 
errand or the proprieties of decorum require. You 
will thus save time, and not only accomplish more 
work in the course of life, but actually do it better. 
" I have always aimed at two things," said the dis- 
tinguished Robert Hall, *in performing my duties, 
first, to discharge them as well as I could, and sec- 
ond, as soon as I Could.' Would not this be an ex- 
cellent rule for you to adopt ? 



REFERENCES. 



To THE Scriptures. 



To History-. 



To Obseryation. 



TlLirty FUUi Week. 



KNOW THYSELF. 

Know the faults of your character, that you may 
correct them ; — your ignorance and sins, that you 
may he humble; and your temptations, that you 
may he on your guard against them. This precept 
is 80 excellent, that some of the ancient philosophers 
thought it descended from heaven. The point most 
important for you to know is that urged by the 
Apostle, (2. Cor. 13; 5.) "Examine yourselves, 
whether you be in the faith; prove your own selves ; 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?" 



BEFE RENCES. 



To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Thirty Sixth We«Ic« 



BE COJSTENTBD. 

Noff surely when neglecting* to do rigbt. Not 
when suffering under the influf^nce of evils which 
may be removed by well directed eflfort. But con- 
tented with all the allotments of Providence — con- 
tented with my situation, with my labors, with my 
talents, with my blessings. Contentment is neces- 
sarily an important ingredient in happiness. * A con- 
tented mind is/ says the proverb, * a continual feast,' 
to which every one is invited. Discontent never re- 
moves an evil, but often magnifies it ; makes it harder 
to remove. 

RKF IRENG ES. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observatiok. 



Tiilrey ^e^enttai Week. 



DRINK WATER ONLY. 

WoxTLD you be healthy t cheerful? safe# and 
liappy ? Drink water only. God made this ; man 
makes poison. They that tarry at the banquet till 
wine inflame them, have wounds and bruises with- 
out measure and without cause. What is purei 
than water ? It is that which purifies every thing 
else. What is more free ? The clouds send it from 
above. What is more sweet? The "rich man" 
agonized for a single drop. 

REFSR£IiCE9. 

To THi Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Obsertatioit. 



TlMirty Eighth. Week. 



EXPECT DISAPPOINTMENTS. 

W^at! borrow trouble*? No; but wisely pre- 
pare for it. There is no need to borrow what will 
come fast enough without it. But if expected, you 
will be better prepared to meet crosses. If they do 
not come, there will be greater pleasure, than wou il 
be otherwise possible. Resolve to be happy amidst 
the trials of life, and you can hardly fail to be happy 
in the absence of them. What if the stage break — 
the boiler burst — or the wind fill not the sails ! He 
who is calm and happy then, will certainly be, when 
disappointment does not come. 

REFERENCES. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Tlftlrty Nintlk Week. 



i 



EXPAND THE MIND. 



How? By exercising its faculties every day en 
Isome subject that will require the most powerful ac- 
tion of all its energies. A little mind, like an in- 
fantile body, grows by stretching itself. But why 
thus expand the mind ? In order to become a dis- 
tinguished benefactor ; a discoverer, and a valiant 
defender of truth. In order to rear those battlements, 
on which, others may stand, and beat back the con- 
flicting waves of error, long after I shall slumber in 
the grave. 



REF K RE N C E S. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observation. 



Fortieth Week:. 



GROW IN KNOWLEDGE 

Men do not become learned and wise in a mo- 
ment ; but by such small and gradual accessions to 
their learning and wisdom as may be made every 
•lay. Suffer not the eyes to be closed in sleep, till 
70U have made some such acquisition. Remember, 
1 constant dropping will fill a large cistern. Think 
too, how much others have known of which yon 
ire yet ignorant ; and how much is yet to be known 
\bout that which you best understand I 

REFXRXNCE8. 
To THI SCRIPTVRXS. 



To History. 



To Observatioh. 



Forty First Week* 



FOEGET NOT THAT OTHERS FEEL. 

How znaAj are so much cased up io self that 
others are forgot I Am I wounded by neglect ? 
Dthers may be also. Am I grieved at unkindness ? 
others feel the same. Am I provoked by injustice ? 
others abhor it also. Does suspicion sour my cup 
af joy ? it does the same to that of others. * What- 
soever ye would that others should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.* Find the man who has the sensi- 
bility of a stone, before you invade his rights : No, 
not even then. 

B KF XRK N C Z 8 . 

To THi Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Obsertatioit. 



Forty Second Week* 



HOLD NO PARLEY WITH PROCRASTINATION. 

-—' Tis the veriest thief on earth. — ^Why so ' 
Tear after year it steals, till all are fled, 
And to the mercies of a moment leaves 
The vast concerns of an eternal see e.' 

Do you desire to delay : Well, do so : Delay to 
sin, delay to slander, delay to seek revenge, delay 
making friendship with the vile. But de ay not to 
hear the voice of eternal truth. Give thine 
ear to Heaverfs advice. — Seek first the kingdom 
of God. 

REFERENCES. 

To THE Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Observatior. 



Forty Third Week* 



LOOK UP. 

Max was not made to grovel in the dust. He is 
a progressive animal. Art thou low ? look up — it is 
the first step towcurds rising. Art thou insignificant ? 
it is not necessary to remain so. Art thou ignorant ? 
light descends from above. 

Why look up? The atmosphere of heaven is 
purer than the fogs of earth. The works of God 
above are more glorious than the works of man be 
low. The things above are more to be desired than 
those which are on earth. The great business here, 
is to prepare for a habitation on high. Look up, 
that a contracted spot of earth, bound not thy mind, 
thy benevolence and thy love. 



RXFIRINOXS. 



To TBX SCBIPTURSS. 



To HiVTOBT. 



To Obsxbtatiov. 



Forty FonrtlK Week. 



CULTIVATE POLITENESS. 

Not the mushroom politeness of coxcombs and 
coquetts, which is too vain to be proud, which fools 
may admire, but which the wise and good despise. 
True politeness strives to make every one as happy 
as circumstances permit, and is only another name 
for kindness kindly expressed. It implies a knowl- 
edge of what will augment the happiness of others, 
and an ability, and a disposition to turn that knowl- 
edge to the highest practical account. 

BlFIRBirCBS. 

To THX ScBiFnrBxs. 



To HllTORT. 



To Observation. 



F«riy FUI1& Week. 



MISTAKE NOT WIT FOR JUDGMENT. 

At best they are but second cousins. One should 
|be sought by all ; the other benefits but few. Wit 
may please the thoughtless — ^but never satisfies the 
virtuous mind. It often most abounds in minds defi 
cient most in judgment. Few are made wiser or better 
by cultivating wit. Every one is safe whose judg 
ment never misleads him. 

REFIBXNCIS . 
To THX SCIUPT17RE8. 



To History. 



To Obsxrtation. 



J 



J 



Fortjr Sixtb W«elu 



BE RESPECTFUL. 

He who has no respect for others, can have no 
just gronnd to demand it from them. Who aie ob- 
jects of respect T Parents, teachers of religion, the 
aged, the faithful guardians and instructers of the 
young and all of modest, unassuming worth. 

Should I regard the feelings of all, and never 
wound the sensibility of those who merit confidence, 
esteem, and love? Surely, if I would merit respect 
even from myself This I must receive before I 
claim regard from others. 

EXrXRlNCZS. 

To TBI Scriptures. 



To History. 



To Obsxrtatioit. 



PorCy SeT'entb Weelu 



LOOK WITfflN. 

Yes, look within, for multitades remain, during 
life, more ignorant of themselves than of others. 
Such are the dupes of a deception most fatal. Con- 
duct, they would unhesitatingly reprobate in a 
neighbor, becomes a virtue in themselves. 

An ancient philosopher says, people have two 
bags, in one of which they put their own faults, and 
and in the other, their neighbor'ia sins. The latter 
they carry forward, so that the contents are always 
seen ; the former behind, so that they cannot look in- 
to it. This is too near the truth to be a fable. 

But, reader, 

— ^thy own faults to know, 

Make use of every friend and every foe. 



REFERINOES. 



To THE SCIUPTVBES. 



To HI8TORT. 



To Observation. 
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Fttrty BtgtMk W«ek« 



BE PATIENT. 

TfiERB are many thorns, and some of them will 
wound: but he is wounded most who kicks against 
their points. There are many bees, and some of 
them will sting; many darts, and some of them 
will hit ; many dajrs, and some will bring a storm. 

In the paths of life, snares and bye-ways abound ; 
and he will be most likely to shun both, who in pa 
tience possesses his soul, and ponders the paths of 
his feet. 

Impatience makes a slight wound inflame more ; 
a dark day more dark, and a rough way more 
uneven. 

SXrZRZNC ES. 
To THl SCRIPTURXS. 



To HiSTORT. 



To Obsxrtatiov. 



(r 



Fovtyr HinOi Weelc 



Bfi CALM. 

The ocean is beautiful in a calm — ^but terrible in 
a storm. The rainbow is lit up in a calm, but nev- 
er shines in a tempest The swallow plays in a 
calm, but hides herself while the tornado rages. 

Can I always be calm and unruffled in spirit t 
Why not ? God is always near, and he can defend 
me. ' He holdeth the winds in his fists,' and ' rides 
on the wings of the tempest!' And 'tis he only 
whose voice is heard in the thunder. Besides, if 
calm, I can hear when the lion roars, and see the 
grass wave where the tiger creeps. 



BBFXRXHCX8 



To THX SCHIPTVRXS. 



To History. 



To Obsxktatiov. 



FUltletb Weelc 



REGARD TRUTH. 

A SACRED regard for truth is one of the highest 
virtues, but one less frequently found, than anj 
which receives the sanction of both divine and 
human wisdom. 

But is lying never justifiable ? Never. Gtod has 

condemned it. The world reprobates it. The liar 

despises himself. What is gained by it ? Much : 

the displeasure of heaven, the disapprobation of man, 

and the certainty of not being believed, when you 

speak the truth. 

' Tis base to cheat, or steal, or covet, 
Worse still to tell a lis and love it. 

BBFBBENCI8. 
To THX SCRIPTURXS. 



To HXSTORT. 



To Obsertatxov. 



Fifty First Weelc* 



CONVERSE WITH THE WISE. 

I KNOW of no habit in a young person which 
promises more than that of cultivating the friend- 
ship of the wise and the good. Nor is any duty 
more cheerfully performed by persons of real benevo- 
lence and virtue, than that of seeking to make such 
intercourse profitable to the young. 

Something valuable may be learned from all who 
have treasured up the results of experience. Would 
you possess such knowledge, seek it ' from those. 
Treasure up the maxims of wisdom which drop 
from their tongues, and you will in turn, be qualified 
to benefit others. 

KBFIREKCES. 
To THX S0BIPTI7B1B. 



To History. 



To Obsbbtatioit. 



FMkr UemaA Week* 



REVIEW DAILY. 

^ Work' says an, old adage * once well done, is 
twice done.' This is true, when applied to the ac- 
quisitioa of knowledge. If a lesson is worth learn 
iug at all| it is worth learning thoroughly. 

What shall I review? Not only my studies, but 

my thoughts and actions. What have I said, which 

is wrong ? What thoughts have I indulged, which 

have led me to improper conduct 1 Have I been \m 

kind to my friends, my associates, or to any one t 

Have my temper, thoughts, words and feelings been 

such, that I can review them on my pillow, with 

with pleasure ? What duties have been performed, 

and what have been neglected ? 

< Count that day lost, whose low descending son 
Views from thy hand, no worthy action done/ 

RXFXBXVCXS. 
To THX SCBIPTUBXS. 

To HXBTOBT. 

To Obsxrtatxov. 



AfemmrandmuLS* 



I 
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